MONTH DAY, 2006

REPRESENTATIVE’S ADDRESS

Dear Representative ____________,

As a medical student and active member of the American Medical Student Association (AMSA), I strongly support and ask you to support incoming speaker Pelosi’s pledge to help relieve the exceptionally high cost of medical and college education in the U.S. by reducing student loan interest rates by half in the first 100 legislative hours of the 110th congressional session. Educational debt not only places a substantial and sometimes insurmountable burden on students and their families, but medical student debt also adversely impacts the American health care system. 
Over 80% of medical school graduates now carry educational debt. The median debt for public medical school graduates now exceeds $100,000, and the median debt for graduates of private schools is $135,000. According to data from the Association of American Medical Colleges, medical education debt was 4.5 times as high in 2003 as it was in 1984, far outpacing the consumer price index. Moreover, 25% of students have debt exceeding $150,000, and some new physicians have debt over $350,000. 
In the 2002 AAMC Graduate Questionnaire, 32% of medical students cited that their level of debt influenced their specialty choice. As a result, fewer students choose to serve communities where lack of access and disparities in care are most apparent.
A recent AAMC national survey showed that the cost of attending medical school was the #1 reason why qualified minority students chose not to apply to medical school. 

As our nation struggles to increase racial diversity in health care and reduce health disparities, the student debt crisis is exacerbating the shortage of minority physicians and severely hampering improvements in the care of underserved populations. 

Without a reduction in student loan interest rates, medical student debt is rapidly becoming an insurmountable barrier to medical education and community care. 
Please support this pledge to reduce student loan interest rates by half.

Gratefully for your support,
YOUR NAME
YOUR ADDRESS
How to Send Letters to Your Representative / Senators
On January 11th, there will be a concerted effort across the entire country to call, fax, and write every congressman and congresswoman who represents the districts in which we attend medical school. If we can generate thousands of letters and calls, they will hear our message and bring it to their senior staff meeting. Your calls and letters make a difference!
Getting people to hand-write letters to their decision-makers, and faxing them all at   once, is a tactic that advocates have used in the past to get their voice heard by decision-makers. In order to do this, you can have talking points written out from which people can choose, or ask them to write their own letters. The important thing is that we all ask for the same thing: cut the interest rate on student loans by half in the first 100 hours of congress’s new session. You can also have pre-printed letters, but fewer hand-written letters are more effective and powerful than many pre-printed and signed letters. Rewrite the sample letter by replacing stats with how student loan rates affect you!
Please note that your representatives will receive calls and faxes much sooner than printed letters due to lengthy screening protocols. In addition to the contact information provided in the e-mail you received with these documents, all members of congress can be reached via the Write Your Representative system at http://www.house.gov/writerep/. Please feel free to contact me at jed48@drexel.edu if you have any questions.
* Make sure everybody writes their local address at the bottom of their letters! *
How to Make a Call to Your Representative and Senators 

THE WAY CALLS WORK: 

By calling your senator or representative, your issue will be "heard." Senators and representatives correlate the number of calls on an issue with public opinion. For every call, an elected official assumes there are many others who care about the issue as well. It is protocol for the office to discuss the most frequently cited issue from the previous week in their meetings every Monday. In other words, the calls are not pointless!
HOW TO CALL-IN:
1) Practice. Make your statement and be clear about what you’re asking.
2) Call the office.  Be professional in tone and speak naturally.  (The script is meant as a guide)
3) Start off your call by reading the first line of the call-in script about who you are and where you’re from.
4) If you want to tweak what is written so that it sounds more natural or is more catered to your personal experience, even better!

5) You may be asked to give your address at some point to confirm they are your representative.
6) If you call after business hours, simply leave a message.
Repeat your call to as many of the offices as you have time.

“Hi, my name is (your name) and I’m a medical student at (name of school) in (your city, your state).”

“I’m calling as a medical student and active member of the American Medical Student Association to ask Representative (your representative’s name) to support incoming speaker Pelosi’s pledge to reduce student loan interest rates by half when it comes to the floor for a vote in the first 100 hours of the new session. Student debt not only places a substantial and sometimes insurmountable burden on students and their families, but it also adversely impacts the American healthcare system. Please ask Representative (your representative’s name) to help make the high cost of medical and college education more affordable for students in the United States by reducing student loan interest rates in half.”

“Thank you very much and have a good day” 
or “Thank you very much and happy New Year” 
or ”Thank you very much. Bye for now.”

How to Plan Your Calling Table: It’s Easy & Effective!

THE WAY CALLS WORK: 
By calling your senator or representative, your issue will be "heard." Senators and representatives correlate the number of calls on an issue with public opinion. For every call, an elected official assumes there are many others who care about the issue as well. It is protocol for the office to discuss the most frequently cited issue from the previous week in their meetings every Monday. In other words, the calls are not pointless!
Steps for helping students call your representatives to LOWER STUDENT DEBT:
- Set up a table in a busy area during lunch or morning commute, etc.

- Make a sign that includes AMSA and “REDUCE STUDENT DEBT”.

- Have your cell phone with you, and make sure you (and your team) have minutes.
- Ask people to call and tell your rep to support speaker Pelosi’s pledge to cut student loan interest rates (using your script).
- Send the approximate number of calls made to jed48@drexel.edu so we can keep track of how it goes.
- At this time, you can also ask them to join a rally outside of a local decision-maker’s office, etc.
For the table, you will need:

- A sample call-in script, phones, a sign, maybe cookies to give for calls, etc.
Also try:

- Get Op-Eds and Letters to the Editor printed in your local media
- Organize a rally outside the office of your legislators to deliver the demands in front of press
- Meet with your legislators or their staff to discuss their support for reducing educational debt

- or Be Creative!
